Mixed Schistosoma haematobium and S. mansoni infection: effect of different treatments on the serum level of circulating anodic antigen (CAA).
In this study, levels of circulating anodic antigen (CAA) in serum were investigated after differential treatment of 160 Sudanese patients with mixed Schistosoma haematobium and S. mansoni infections. The patients were randomly divided into four groups, which were treated with metrifonate (two doses of 10 mg/kg bodyweight), oxamniquine (60 mg/kg), praziquantel (40 mg/kg), or a multivitamin preparation, respectively. Serum, stool and urine samples were taken prior to treatment as well as one month and five months after chemotherapy. Before chemotherapy CAA levels were similar in the four groups. Antigenemia remained unchanged in the control group. In patients treated with praziquantel or oxamniquine the concentration of CAA decreased to a similar extent. However, whereas in the praziquantel group absence of CAA was already observed one month after treatment, clearing of CAA from the circulation seemed to take longer in patients treated with oxamniquine. Treatment with metrifonate did not result in a reduction of the CAA titres.